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Autumn Term- Year 5 

Life in Britain Stone Age to Iron Age 
Overview of the Learning: 

In this unit children will look at the changes in Britain from the stone age to the iron age and gain a greater understanding of periods of time and how 
people’s lives changed from earliest times and the impact that new technologies had on Britain and everyday life. 

Core Aims  
 know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, 

chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: 

how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has 

influenced and been influenced by the wider world 

 gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract 

terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’ 

 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, 

cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, 

and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse 

trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own 

structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses 

 understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how 

evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern 

how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past 

have been constructed 

 gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into 

different contexts, understanding the connections between local, 

regional, national and international history; between cultural, 

economic, military, political, religious and social history; and 

Pupils should be taught  
Chronological understanding 
Children should be able to: 

 place events, people and changes into correct periods of time  

 use dates and vocabulary relating to the passing of time, including 
ancient, modern, BC, AD, century and decade. 

 Make comparisons between different times in the past. 
Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in 
the past 
Children should know: 

 about characteristic features of the periods and societies studied, 
including the ideas, beliefs, attitudes and experiences of men, 
women and children in the past  

 about the social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity of the 
societies studied, in Britain and the wider world  

 to identify and describe reasons for, and results of, historical 
events, situations, and changes in the periods studied  

 to describe and make comparisons between the main events, 
situations and changes within and across the different periods and 
societies studied. 

Historical interpretation and Enquiry  
Children should be able to: 

 recognise primary and secondary sources  

 recognise that the past is represented and interpreted in different 
ways, and to give some reasons for this 

 draw comparisons and differences from different sources 
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between short- and long-term timescales.  bring together relevant sections of information. 

 know how to find out about the events, people and changes 
studied from an appropriate range of sources of information, 
including ICT-based sources [for example, documents, printed 
sources, CD-ROMS, databases, pictures and photographs, music, 
artefacts, historic buildings and visits to museums, galleries and 
sites] 

 to ask perceptive questions and find answers by selecting and 
recording information relevant to the focus of the enquiry 

Organisation and communication 
Pupils should be able to: 

 recall, select and organise historical information  

 use dates and historical vocabulary to describe the periods studied  

 Communicate their knowledge and understanding of history in a 
variety of ways [for example, drawing, writing, by using ICT]. 

Expectations 
Children can: 

 know and understand the history of Britain as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times.  

 understand how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world 

 understand  abstract historical terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, and ‘peasantry’ 

   understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, Understand 

how life changed through different periods of time and how new technologies from the stone age to the iron age affected everyday life. 

  make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends,  

 frame historically-valid questions to lead their own learning 

 create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses 

 understand the methods of historical enquiry,  
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Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  
 To locate and map Skara Brae using secondary 

sources. 

 To locate Skara Brae in time and period using a 
timeline. 
 

What do you think life was like for the first farmers in Britain? What do you already know? How 
do you think they lived? 
What questions would you like to find answers to? Paired/group work to raise perceptive 
questions. 
How can we learn about these first farmers? Children identify types of sources of information 
available. Discuss the issues arising from events and times so long ago. 
How long ago are we thinking about? Children place Neolithic age onto a time line. 

 To find out about the discovery of the Neolithic village 
of Skara Brae 

 To understand that what we know about the past is 
dependent on what has survived 

 

What information does Skara Brae give us about how life changed when man learned how to 
farm. 
BBC-see you See Me- Skara Brae Skara Brae has one of the best preserved groups of 
prehistoric houses in Western Europe. The Neolithic village of Skara Brae was discovered in the 
winter of 1850. Wild storms ripped the grass from a high sand dune known as Skara Brae, 
beside the bay of Skaill, and exposed the ruins of ancient stone buildings which were 
remarkably well preserved along with the furniture found within. Nowhere else in northern 
Europe is there such rich evidence of how our remote ancestors lived. 
www.orkney.com/skara-brae 
orkneyjar.com 
Skara Brae – google for images and artefacts 

 To use a range of sources to make inferences and 
deductions to learn about the lives of early farmers 
and hunters 

 To understand what life was like for people in 
Skara Brae by  investigating life, work, food, 
clothes  

 To draw historical conclusions about life in 
Neolithic times 
 

What can we learn about life in the stone age from studying Skara Brae? Artefacts found 
include gaming dice, hand tools, pottery and jewellery( necklaces, beads, pendants and pins) 
Most remarkable are the richly carved stone objects, perhaps used in religious rituals. Which 
artefacts show the villagers were farmers, hunters and fishermen? They were capable of 
producing items of beauty and sophistication with very simple technology. No weapons were 
found? What does this imply? 
 
The houses were well built of close- fitting flat stones. They were set into large mounds of 
midden( household refuse) and linked by several passages. Each house comprised a single 
room with a floor space of 40m2. The fitted stone furniture within each room was a dresser, 
where prized objects were probably stored and displayed, two box beds, a hearth centrally 
placed and small tanks set into the floor, perhaps for preparing fish 
bait.educationscotland.gov.uk 
How was life the same/ different to today? What conclusions can we draw from the evidence left 
behind from Skara Brae? 

 To investigate why Stonehenge was built 

 To understand the methods of historical enquiry, 

including how evidence is used rigorously to make 

What do you already know about Stonehenge?  
Where is it?- children to plot location, land type and rivers on a map of GB 
What is Stonehenge? What is significant about it? Draw and label diagram  
Why do views vary on its purpose and function? www.kidsdiscover.com/stonehenge-for-kids/ 

http://www.orkney.com/skara-brae
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historical claims,  

 To discern how and why contrasting arguments 

and interpretations of the past have been 

constructed 

 

Research different theories behind its purpose 1) created as a dance arena cos of ideal 
acoustics 2) a grave yard for a community of elite families( remains of 63 bodies buried around 
Stonehenge analysed- dated back a futher 200 yrs) 3) sought after by pilgrims for it’s healing 
properties 4) part of an annual winter solstice ritual which resembled Glastonbury- up to 4000 
may have gathered 5) a computer for predicting eclipses of the sun and moon- some 
archaeologists claim it is an ancient observatory 6)  druid temple in late 17th century 
www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/british/healing_stones.shtml 
When was Stonehenge built?- children plot onto timeline. Which other henges were around at 
the same time? 
Who built it? How was it built? What technologies were used to build it? Where did resources 
come from? www.socialstudiesfor kids.com/articles/worldhistory/stonehengemystery.htm 
Kids.britannica.com/elementary/article-353815/Stonehenge 
www.watchknowlearn.org/Category.aspx?CategorylD=6981 

To investigate the bronze age  
 

 

What was the Bronze Age.  How did it get it’s name? (the beginning of the bronze age in Britain 
was around 2000BC. Although it is generally thought that the new bronze tools and weapons 
were brought over from the continent.) 
See video www,theschoolrun.com- the bronze Age 
Which countries have evidence of bronze weapons and tools?- Crete, The Mycenaeans- 
southern Russia 
Who were the beaker people? Why did they settle in the south west of England? 
What other improvements happened during the bronze age? How did these new technologies 
affect every day life?- textile production, land used for agriculture,, pottery making, more 
sophisticated weapons. What were the main differences between life in the stone age and the 
bronze age? 
www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/british.. 
History.parkfieldict.co.uk/pre-history/bronze-age 

To investigate what life was like in the iron age and how 
we know. 

What was the Iron Age. How did it get it’s name? When was the iron age? 
Show children artists reconstruction of Danebury Hill Fort.www.3.hants.gov.uk/Hampshire-
countryside/danebury.htm 
 Use the zones of inference to work out what they confidently know, what they can infer, and 
what they need to enquire further in order to fully understand. What might the objects found at 
Danebury be?  
https://schoolsprehistory.wordpress.com/tag/danebury/ 
What other improvements happened during the iron age? How did these new technologies 
affect every day life?-.What were the main differences between life in the stone age, the bronze 
age and the iron age? 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/british


East Park Academy 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


